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Websites provide detailed information on sex offenders. MapSexOffenders.com and 
the U.S. Department of Justice’s National Sex Offender Public website (www.nsopr.gov) are 
nationwide sex offender databases. Anyone can select a state and search for sexually violent 
predators, offenders with multiple offenses, and individuals who failed to register, and check 
for felony convictions. Information for each person includes his or her date of birth, type of 
conviction(s), race, gender, description, last known address, and picture. Whether registries 
keep the community safe or reduce recidivism is unknown.

Recidivism
For many years, prisons were said to have a revolving door because of the high rates of 

recidivism. Once released, ex-convicts committed additional crimes or failed to meet the 
requirements of parole and were sent back to prison. The high number of ex-convicts would 
mean high reoffending. In 2012, according to the Bureau of Justice Statistics, nearly 1 million 
persons were either on parole or released from parole. Since 2005, however, the United States 
has experienced a decline in the rate of reincarceration for new sentences and revocations. 
Identifying specific factors for this reduction is difficult. Many offenders tend to age out of 
crime. Another explanation may be attributed to improved reentry methods such as intensive 
case management or an increase in legitimate employment opportunities for ex-offenders.

As noted above, recidivism among criminals is problematic. At least for our case 
studies, though, this has not been the case. Joshua Paul Benjamin continues to live a 
crime-free life (which is perhaps surprising given the hardships he continues facing). 
Chris Farias has been free of his work-release program and continues in therapy and 
refrains from drinking. Of course, Dennis Bradford, the offender in the Jennifer Schuett 
case, is not a recidivism risk given his suicide in jail awaiting court proceedings. Like the 
others, the fertility doctors have not been accused of additional crimes.

CONTEMPLATING CAREERS

Inmate Case Manager
Are you organized and objective? Are you able to 

work with individuals who may be dangerous? Do you 
have excellent vision and hearing? Are you emotionally 
and mentally stable? Are you able to communicate well 
in writing and orally? Do you have the temperament to 
work with inmates to minimize the risk that they’ll com-
mit new crimes? Are you happy working in the field and 
in an office? If this type of work in a varied environment 
is enticing, you may be cut out to be an inmate case 
manager.

Case managers, also known as correctional treat-
ment specialists, evaluate the progress of incarcerated 
inmates as they serve their time. Managers are respon-
sible for coordinating inmate training programs and 
analyzing program needs. As part of their work, case 
managers develop inmate social histories and must 

objectively identify both the strengths and weaknesses 
of inmates in order to create release plans.

This position requires a minimum of 24 hours of 
college courses in a field such as criminal justice, 
sociology, political science, psychology, social work, 
or counseling. While 24 hours is the minimum require-
ment, you will be far more competitive with a 4-year 
degree in one of the mentioned disciplines. Salary var-
ies based on education and experience, although the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics notes that the 2012 median 
pay was $48,190 annually.

Career Video:
A case manager discusses his experience and current issues 
in the field.
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